
Counting Turtle Eggs! 
Grade 1—Mathematics 

Turtle Guardians 



Counting Turtle Eggs 

Lesson Details 

Grade Level: 1 Curriculum Links: Mathematics Time Needed: 
40 minutes—1 

hr 

Learning Goal:  
To practice basic number sense and numeration skills, as well as counting, using 

tools (ping-ball balls) and contexts (turtle egg nests).  

Success Criteria:  
By the end of this lesson, students will have practice counting by 1s, 2s and 5s, 

using physical tools such as ping pong balls. 

Specific Expectations:  

Number Sense and Numeration 

• Represent, compare and order whole numbers to 50, using a variety of tools 

and contexts 

• Count forward by 1’s, 2’s, 5’s and 10’s to 100 using a variety of tools 

• Count backwards by 1’s from 20 and any number less than 20 with and with-

out the use of concrete material and number lines 

• Solve problems involving the addition and subtraction of whole numbers to 

20, using concrete materials and drawings. 
 

Ping pong balls, worksheet, turtle cutouts/stuffed animals, and fox cutout/

stuffed animal. 
Materials Needed:  

Turtle Guardians 2020 

Lesson Description 
Overview: Use turtle eggs (ping-pong balls) found in a turtle nest (sandbox, or oth-

Activity:  Split your classroom into 2 groups, giving each group a nest of up to 50 

eggs (ping-pong balls). These eggs could be buried in sand like a real 

nest, so the children can extract them, or in a bucket. 

Begin by explaining that turtles are a species at risk, and one of the 

things harming their population is predators such as foxes and raccoons. 

Using the turtle cutouts, set the story that our turtle has just laid a nest 

of eggs! In supervised groups, our classroom must count how many eggs 

are in each nest. First, start by counting by 1's, then 2's, then by 5's, mak-

ing visual piles of eggs if needed. Fill out the worksheet all together as 

your go. 

Using the fox cutout, set the story that a predator has come around to 

eat 20 of the eggs. Have your class count to 20, and remove those eggs, 

practicing counting backwards as well. 

Bring the class back together, and add your two predated nest numbers 

together. End by discussing how we can help protect turtle eggs from 

predation. 
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Counting Turtle Eggs 

Turtle Guardians 2020 

Lesson Description 

Background Information The Common Snapping Turtle is the largest freshwater turtle in Ontario! 

In the spring, female snapping turtles venture out of the water to find 

suitable locations to nest. This often occurs on sandy banks, or the grav-

el on roadsides. This can be a very vulnerable time for laying snappers, 

as they are open to both human (cars) and non-human predators. After 

the nests are laid, predators, such as foxes, raccoons and skunks smell 

fresh laid eggs, and might dig into the nest, killing some, or all the eggs. 

To help protect turtle nests from predation, nests can be protected with 

a cage. If nests cannot be caged (on a road, driveway, etc), students can 

call the Turtle Guardians Hotline. Trained Conservation Technicians will 

come to the Turtle Nest, and collect the eggs, to be incubated. Turtle 

eggs will incubate for about 60 days before they hatch! 

Blacklist Masters: • Classroom worksheet (attached) 

• Video Link:  

Turtle Guardians Program 

Links: 

After completing Turtle Guardians Level 1 (Ontario Turtle Identification), 

in Level 2, students can learn how to, and the importance of protecting 

turtle nests, and become nest sitters (when accompanied by an adult). 
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My Notes 



There are       
turtle eggs in my nest.

There are       
turtle eggs in my nest.

There are       
turtle eggs in our nest.

6.How can we help protect
turtles from predators like
foxes?

Counting
Turtle Eggs!

1. Wow! You've just found a turtle
nest! 

2. Can you count the eggs by 2s? What
about by 5s? Give yourself a check!

2s?      5s?

3. Oh no! A fox came around and ate 20 of
your eggs. How many eggs do you have
now? Count backwards from 20 as you
take away those eggs.

Can you draw the turtle eggs
that are in your nest?4. 5. Join another group! Can you

add your turtle egg number
to the other groups?

In the spring-time, turtles lay their eggs in the ground.
Did you know that Common Snapping Turtles can lay
about 50 eggs? And each egg looks like a ping-pong ball!
Just like what you're counting today!


