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Turtle Characteristics 

Lesson Details 

Grade Lev-

el: 
2 

Curriculum 

Links: 
Science and Technology 

Time Need-

ed: 
30 mins 

Learning Goal:  

To understand how characteristics relate to function,  and how living things 

adapt to their environments.  

Success Criteria:  
By the end of the lesson, students will understand the characteristics of a turtle. 

Students will be able to define adaptation and give examples. 

Specific Expecta-

tions:  

Understanding Life Systems: Growth and Changes in Animals 

• Observe and compare the physical characteristics and the behavioural char-

acteristics of a variety of animals, including insects, using student-generated 

questions and a variety of methods and resources. 

• Identify and describe major physical characteristics of different types of ani-

mals. 

• Describe an adaptation as a characteristic body part, shape, or behaviour 

that helps a plant or animal survive in its environment. 

 

 

 

Worksheet (attached), pencils  Materials Needed:  

Turtle Guardians 2020 

Lesson Description 

Overview: Learn about general characteristics of turtles and different adaptations 

they have to survive. 

Activity:  Students will work through the provided worksheet.  

This activity can be supplemented with the “Identification Video”, where 

students will learn about general turtle characteristics and how to identi-

fy Ontario’s turtles. 
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Turtle Characteristics 

Turtle Guardians 2020 

Lesson Description 

Activity Continued:   

Blacklist Masters: • Classroom worksheet  and answer sheet (attached) 

• Turtle Guardian Videos 

Turtle Guardians Program 

Links: 

In Level 1 of the Turtle Guardians program, students learn how to cor-

rectly Identify Ontario Turtle species. 
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Match the Characteristic with the Purpose: 

Webbed Feet 

 

Long Tail 

 

Hard Shell 

 

Extra Eyelid 

Like a rudder on a boat, 

helps them to steer when 

they swim 

 

For swimming fast! 

 

Help to see underwater, 

like built in goggles 

 

Protection 

Turtles hibernate at the bottom of lakes and large wetlands in the winter. They bury 

themselves in the mud to keep warm. How do they breathe under the water all winter? 

The answer may surprise you! 

We breathe through our 

butts! Turtles have special 

blood vessels that allow 

us to take oxygen out of 

the water. 

Name: ________________ 



Label the Parts of a Turtle: 

 

 

 

 

 

Legend: 

Head             Scute           Foot 

Carapace             Plastron 



Choose the Correct Adaptation: 

When a Painted Turtle is scared, it will……. 

Adaptation 
Lets learn a new word. Trace: 

Adaptation means features or traits that help living things 

survive, like a giraffe has a long neck to reach leaves high 

in a tree. Turtles have adaptations too! 

Hide it its shell Run Away 

When a Snapping Turtle is scared, it will….. 

Hide it its shell Snap to look scary! 

A Map Turtle eats clams using….. 

A powerful jaw 

with a thick 

Rows of Sharp 

Teeth 



Match the Characteristic with the Purpose: 

Webbed Feet 

 

Long Tail 

 

Hard Shell 

 

Extra Eyelid 

Like a rudder on a boat, 

helps them to steer when 

they swim 

 

For swimming fast! 

 

Help to see underwater, 

like built in goggles 

 

Protection 

Turtles hibernate at the bottom of lakes and large wetlands in the winter. They bury 

themselves in the mud to keep warm. How do they breathe under the water all winter? 

The answer may surprise you! 

We breathe through our 

butts! Turtles have special 

blood vessels that allow 

us to take oxygen out of 

the water. 

Name: ________________ 



Label the Parts of a Turtle: 

Carapace 

Plastron 

Head 

Foot 

Scute 

Legend: 

Head             Scute           Foot 

Carapace             Plastron 



Choose the Correct Adaptation: 

When a Painted Turtle is scared, it will……. 

Adaptation 
Lets learn a new word. Trace: 

Adaptation means features or traits that help living things 

survive, like a giraffe has a long neck to reach leaves high 

in a tree. Turtles have adaptations too! 

Hide it its shell Run Away 

When a Snapping Turtle is scared, it will….. 

Hide it its shell Snap to look scary! 

A Map Turtle eats clams using….. 

A powerful jaw 

with a thick beak 

Rows of Sharp 

Teeth 


