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Graphing our Favourite Turtles! 

Lesson Details 

Grade Level: 3 Curriculum Links: Mathematics Time Needed: 
40 minutes—1 

hr 

Learning Goal:  

To collect and organize categorical data, collected amongst peers in the class-

room, and display data on bar graphs, with appropriate labels. Then interpret 

data presented in these charts. 

Success Criteria:  
By the end of the lesson, students will have produced their own bar or picto-

graph using categorical data they collected, and interpret the data in prompts. 

Specific Expectations:  

Data Management and Probability 

• Collect data by conducting a simple survey about themselves, their environ-

ment, issues in their school or community, or content from another subject 

• Collect and organize categorial or discrete primate data and display the data 

in charts, tables and graphs (including vertical and horizontal bar graphs) 

with appropriate titles and labels and with labels ordered appropriately 

along the horizontal axes, as needed, using many-to-one correspondence 

• Read primary data presented in charts, tables and graphs, then describe da-

ta using comparative language and describe the shape of the data 

• Interpret and draw conclusions from data presented in charts, tables and 

graphs 
 

Worksheet (attached), pencils and/or coloured pencils. Materials Needed:  

Turtle Guardians 2020 

Lesson Description 

Overview: Collect data from classmates on which Ontario Turtle is their favourite. 

After collecting data, graph this data, and label axes. 

Activity:  First, introduce a brief overview of the 8 Ontario Turtle species as a class. 

Then, using the provided worksheet, have students walk around the 

classroom, visiting each of their peers, and asking “Which Ontario Turtle 

is your favourite?”. Tally these answers on the worksheet. You can also 

simplify this in the classroom, but having the teacher ask for a show of 

hands. 

Once data has been collected, using either graphing paper, or the at-

tached worksheet, have students graph their data. Graphing can be 

done as a traditional bar graph, or as a pictograph.  
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Turtle Guardians 2020 

Lesson Description 

Activity Continued:  Once students have graphed their data, it’s time to interpret it! 

The worksheet includes question prompts for students to answer. 

Blacklist Masters: • Classroom worksheet (attached) 

• Turtle Guardians Website—for Turtle Identification 

Turtle Guardians Program 

Links: 

In Level 1 of the Turtle Guardians program, students learn how to cor-

rectly Identify Ontario Turtle species. 
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Graphing our
Favourite
Turtles!

Walk around the class and collect data from all
your classmates! Using tally marks, keep track of
which Ontario Turtle is your classmates favourite!

Common Snapping Turtle           Midland Painted Turtle             Blanding's Turtle                      Eastern Musk Turtle

       Spotted Turtle                           Wood Turtle                          Spiny Softshell                         Northern Map Turtle





Graphing our Favourite Turtles!
The mode of our class's

favourite turtle:
Our classroom's 

least favourite turtle:
Describe the

distribution of the data,
by examining the graph

you created.


