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Food Chains and Food Webs 

Lesson Details 
Grade Lev-

el: 
4 

Curriculum 

Links: 
Science and Technology 

Time Need-

ed: 

40 minutes—1 

hr 

Learning Goal:  

To understand food chains/webs and how living things are connected in an eco-

system. To become familiar with species in an Ontario wetland. To learn science 

vocabulary. 

Success Criteria:  

By the end of the lesson, students will understand how different living things are 

connected in a food chain, and even more complex food web. Students will be 

familiar with how different organisms are connected in their ecosystem. 

Specific Expecta-

tions:  

Understanding Life Systems: Habitats and Communities 

• Build food chains consisting of different plants and animals, including hu-

mans. 

• Use appropriate science and technology vocabulary, including: habitat, popu-

lation, community, adaptation, and food chain, in oral and written communi-

cation. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of food chains as systems in which energy 

from the sun is transferred to producers (plants) and then to consumers 

(animals) 

• Demonstrate an understanding of a community as a group of interacting 

species sharing a common habitat. 

• Classify organisms, including humans, according to their role in a food chain 

 

Worksheet (attached), pencils, a ball of yarn Materials Needed:  

Turtle Guardians 2020 

Lesson Description 

Overview: Learn about food chains and food webs by exploring a beaver pond and 

the life within it. 

Activity:  Once they have been introduced to the concept of food chains, students 

will complete this activity sheet to better understand how life is connect-

ed in a complex system.  

Part of the activity will be for the students to pass around a ball of yarn. 

Students will each say a plant or animal they would find in an ecosystem. 

A ball of yarn is passed to each person who speaks. After a participant 

speaks, they hold on to part of the string and pass or toss the ball to the 

next speaker. Once completed, students will have made a food web, 

where they are all connected. 
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Food Chains and Food Webs 

Turtle Guardians 2020 

Lesson Description 

Activity Continued:  The worksheet includes question prompts for students to answer. 

Blacklist Masters: • Classroom worksheet (attached) 

Turtle Guardians Program 

Links: 

Turtle Guardians understand that to protect turtles, we must protect all 

parts of the food web in a turtle’s habitat.  
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Food Chains and Food Webs  
Activity Sheet 

 

1. Here is a simple food chain in the beaver pond. Match the correct picture 

with where it belongs in the food chain. 

Energy 

Source 

Producer 

Primary 

Consumer 

Secondary 

Consumer 

Let’s explore a wetland that was created by beavers. The beavers dammed up a stream 

and created a whole new environment. This is called a beaver pond. There are many living 

things in a beaver pond. The pond is an ecosystem, where everything is connected. All of 

the living things (called organisms) interact with each other and with the non-living things 

like the water.  

Name: ______________ 
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A food chain shows us the interaction or relationships between few organisms in the 

pond. Now we will explore a food web, which shows many interactions in the pond. This 

helps us to understand how everything is connected. Take a look at the food web on 

page 3 to answer the questions below. 

2. Yarn Activity: As a class you will pass around a ball of yarn, creating a food web. What 

did you learn from this activity? 
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3. Explain a food chain that is in the food web. 

 

4. Take a look at the beaver in the food web. Circle the answer that fits it best. 

a) Producer 

b) Primary Consumer 

c) Secondary Consumer 

5. The Common Snapping Turtle is a consumer in this food web. It eats the dead stuff on 

the bottom of the pond. This keeps the pond clean. The Snapping Turtle also eats fish, in-

sects and frogs. Baby Snapping Turtles are food for Herons and large fish like Bass. The 

Snapping Turtle is a species at risk in Ontario, which means it is in danger of disappearing. 

If it disappeared from the ecosystem, how do you think it would affect the food web? 

 

6. Where would a human fit in this food web? 

 



Beaver Pond Food Web 


