
Wetland Survey 
Grade 7— Wetland Inventory 

Turtle Guardians 



Wetland Inventory 

Lesson Details 

Grade Level: 7 Curriculum Links: Science and Technology Time Needed: 2 hours 

Learning Goal:  

Students will learn about the interactions of different organisms by being right in 

the field!  Students will investigate what is within a wetland ecosystem, and how 

certain organisms might interact with each other and their environment.  

Success Criteria:  

By the end of the lesson, students will have a general understanding of what bio-

tic and abiotic organisms are. Students will understanding how organisms in 

their local wetland interact and create a functioning ecosystem. 

Specific Expectations:  

Understanding Life Systems 

• 3.1—demonstrate an understanding of an ecosystem as a system of interac-

tions between living organisms and their environment 

• 3.2—identify biotic and abiotic elements in an ecosystem and describe the 

interactions between them 

• 3.3—describe the role and interactions of producers, consumers and decom-

posers within an ecosystem 

Wetland Inventory Sheet, Rainboots, Field Guides Materials Needed:  

Turtle Guardians 2020 

Lesson Description 
Overview: Students will go out into a wetland and try to identify what they see in 

the field. Back in the classroom, students will talk about what they found, 

and how all pieces of what they surveyed interact together.  

Activity:  

Prerequisite:  

Introduce students to the world of Wetland Science!  

Talk to students about who Wetland Scientists are, and how their jobs 

sometimes include going into wetlands and taking note of every species 

they see. Ensure students understand the importance of this—

inventorying wetlands can sometimes help to protect wetland from de-

velopment, and preserving the plants and animals within them. Make 

sure you emphasize how important this job is! 

If you have time, dressing up like wetland scientists could be a really fun 

way to engage your class! 

 

Set students up with clipboards, worksheets, pencils, and tools for collec-

tion.  
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Wetland Inventory 

Turtle Guardians 2020 

Lesson Description 

Activity: In small groups (teacher discretion), send students on a short walk 

around the wetland. Have them write down everything they see on the 

Wetland Inventory Sheet. Students should also include whether what 

they see is biotic or abiotic and, if possible, write notes about how they 

might interact with other things around them.  

 

Back in the classroom, as a class, discuss what you have found. How 

does each organism interact with the others? How do these organisms 

interact with abiotic elements in the environment? Were there any hu-

man abiotic elements in the ecosystem? Were these human elements 

negative, or positive to the organisms living in this wetland? 

 

Lastly, finish by talking about the benefits of wetland ecosystems to hu-

mans! What did your students feel when they were in the wetland today?  

Blacklist Masters: • Below outline 

Turtle Guardians Program 

Links: 
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Wetland Inventory 

 
Inventory Sheet 

Turtle Guardians 2020  

Item (e.g. Maple Tree, Rock, Moss, 

Garbage) 

Biotic or Abiotic 

Living or Non-Living 

Notes about interactions 

(e.g.  Turtle basking on dead log) 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   


