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What Would You Do? 

Lesson Details 

Grade Level: 2 Curriculum Links: Science and Technology Time Needed: 30 minutes 

Learning Goal:  

Students will gain an understanding of their responsibly in decision making as it 

pertains to the environment, in specific animals. Students will do so by looking at 

the case study of a wetland with Blanding’s Turtles being converted into a shop-

ping mall.  

Success Criteria:  

By the end of the lesson, students will identify a positive and negative effect that 

humans may have on animals. 

Specific Expectations:  

Science and Technology— Life Systems 

• 1.1—identify positive and negative impacts that animals have on humans 

(society) and the environment, form an opinion about one of them, and sug-

gest ways in which the impact can be minimized or enhanced 

• 1.2—identify positive and negative impacts that different kinds of human 

activity have on animals and where they live 

Activity worksheet Materials Needed:  

Turtle Guardians 2020 

Lesson Description 

Overview: Students will complete a worksheet, outline the “good” and “bad” of 

building a shopping mall in a specific location. This shopping mall is be-

ing built over top of a wetland where Blanding’s Turtles live. 

Activity:  

 

Start by asking students what their responsibilities may be towards the 

environment. Brainstorm as a class on the whiteboard/chalkboard.  

 

You will likely get answers such as “not littering” or “picking up trash”. 

These are great answers! 

Now, ask if decisions about where things are built might be a responsibly 

of theirs? Maybe not right now, but explain that humans decide where 

certain things get built. As a class, brainstorm reasons why humans 

should also think about where things are being built.  

 

Next, hand out the worksheet. Have students fill out the worksheet on 

their own. You may choose to take up the worksheet all together once 

it’s been completed.  
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Answers: What are some good things about building the shopping mall in Hali-

burton? What are some bad things? 

Good: A place to shop, buy groceries, food. Jobs for people in the 

town.  

Bad: Wetland is gone, Blanding’s Turtles are killed, as well as other 

animals, beautiful place to look at is gone. 

 

How can you help both the Blanding’s Turtle and build the mall in 

Haliburton? 

Build the mall somewhere else where there isn’t a wetland. 

Protect the wetland from further development.  

Educate people on the importance of keeping wetlands. 
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What are some good things about building the shopping mall in Haliburton? What are some bad 

things? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How can you help both the Blanding’s Turtle and build the mall in Haliburton? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

What would you do in this situation? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Worksheet 
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